
 

City of Lowell Planning Board 
Special Permit Addendum to Application  

 

Please check all that apply: 

The applicant is requesting a special permit from the Planning Board under: 
  ___ Section 3.3.1 (lots over town lines) 
  ___ Section  5.1.10 (lot width) 
  ___ Section 5.3.3 (reduced open space) 
  ___ Section 6.6 (refuse containers) 

___ Section 6.7.3 (driveway grade) 
Please note that the Zoning Board of Appeals is the Special Permit Granting Authority for all other Special permits, 
except the Planned Residential Development special permit.  For ZBA special permits, please use the ZBA Application 
Form instead of this form.  For a PRD, use the PRD application form instead of this form. 
 

Please check any that apply: 
____   The applicant is also applying for site plan review from the Planning Board 
____   The applicant is also applying for ANR approval for this site 
____   The applicant is also applying for subdivision approval for this site 
   

Special Permit Submission Requirements 

Please submit the full submittal requirements for the associated application, along with 13 copies 
of:  
 This application form 
 A narrative addressing how the project meets the standards listed on below   

 
Standards for Granting Special Permits 
 
General criteria for granting special permits include consideration of the following: 

1. Social, economic or community needs which are served by the proposal 
2. Traffic flow and safety, including parking and loading 
3. Adequacy of utilities and other public services 
4. Neighborhood character and social structures 
5. Impacts on the natural environment; and 
6. Potential fiscal impact, including impact on city services, tax base, and employment. 

 
Additional specific criteria include: 
 For Section 5.3.3 (reduced open space):  As stated in the section the Board must determine “that adequate 

recreational opportunities exist in the neighborhood”.  The burden is on the applicant to prove that such 
opportunities exist and that the users of the project will have easy and adequate access to such opportunities. 

 For Section 6.6 (refuse containers): The applicant must still comply with section 10-74 of the Code of Ordinances. 
 For Section 6.7.3 (driveway grade):  The Planning Board may grant a special permit only “after a determination 

that said driveway will provide safe and reasonable access for fire, police and emergency vehicles.”  The burden is 
on the applicant to provide proof that the fire, police and emergency services responders in the City of Lowell will 
have safe and reasonable access. 
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